Severe hypotension and hepatic dysfunction in a patient undergoing scoliosis surgery in the prone position.
Many patients with neuromuscular disorders develop progressive scoliosis and require corrective surgery. We present a patient with hereditary motor and sensory neuropathies who developed severe hypotension during corrective surgery for thoracolumbar scoliosis. The haemodynamic disturbance was probably secondary to thoracic hyperlordosis and the knee-chest position and was aggravated by surgical manipulation. This may be prevented by tailored preoperative evaluation of different patient prone position supports and frames in order to select that which causes least cardiovascular and respiratory disturbance. This patient also developed severely deranged liver function postoperatively and the possible aetiology is discussed.